The Fall of Judah

2 Chronicles 35:20 – 36:21

[image: image1.wmf]After the national restoration of true worship, God promised Josiah that Judah’s destruction would still occur, but not in his lifetime.  Josiah is a righteous king with strong focus. What happened with this good man?
Pharoah Neco at Megiddo (2 Chronicles 35:20 – 27)
· What is the outcome of this battle at the Mound of Megiddo (“Ar-mageddon”)?
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· Please offer a few sentences of commentary on any insights Josiah gives to Matthew 5:13.
The Countdown: Four… (2 Chronicles 36:1 – 4)
· This king’s name and length of reign:

· His moral character, according to 2 Kings 23:31 – 32

· Pharoah Neco was allied with the remnants of Assyria against the fresh, rising power of Babylon.  How does this political situation figure into the fate of Josiah’s heir?

Three… (36:5 – 8)
· Name of this king and the length of his reign:

· Add 2 Kings 23:36 – 24:4 to the context. Why did he suffer his peculiar fate?
Two… (2 Kings 24:8 – 16)
· This young man’s name and length of reign:

· What was his (increasingly familiar) fate?
One… (2 Chronicles 36:11 – 21)
· His name and length of reign:

· Moral description:

· What provocation induced Nebuchadnezzar to come against Jerusalem with full force?
· The effect of Nebuchadnezzar’s attack:

Who is charged with the guilt that warranted this result?

What are the specific charges against these people?
What do you learn about the relationships between God’s mercy and His judgment?
Decades pass between verses 21 and 22, but 2 Chronicles ends with a ray of hope.  Do you notice any interesting detail mentioned with the good news in verses 22 and 23?

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” (Proverbs 14:34)  What does a study of the Kings reveal about this short verse?
What is the most significant thing you’ve learned from our study of the Kings?

Supplemental reading (Beneficial but not required):


2 Kings 23:29 – 25:30


Jeremiah 52








