Numbers in the book of Revelation
1: Symbolizes Unity

2: Seems to suggest strength.  (“Two are better than one… if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow.” Eccl. 4:9ff; Two or more witnesses required to convict of a crime Deut. 17:6; 19:15; 2 Cor. 13:1; Jesus sent his disciples out in two’s Luke 10:1)

3: Seems to symbolize completeness. (Number of the Godhead; Jesus endured three temptations; Daniel prayed 3X a day Dan. 6:10; Jesus arose on the third day)

3-1/2: This occurs several times in Scripture and seems to indicate hardship and suffering. (Elijah’s drought lasted 3-1/2 years; saints were given into the beast’s hand for “a time, times and half a time” Dan. 7:25)  This is the “perfect” number 7 cut in half.
4: Sometimes it symbolizes going beyond completion, as in a cup overflowing (“For three transgressions… yea, for four…”); Many times it also seems to symbolize the earth/Creation. (“Four corners of the earth” Isa. 11:12; “Four winds” Jer. 49:36; Ezek. 37:0; Dan. 7:2; Matt. 24:3; Daniel saw kingdoms in sets of four)
6: Could symbolize great strength and power, such as the living creatures with 6 wings (3 x 2 [completeness x strength] = 6).  Also symbolizes incompleteness, being one short of seven.
7: Occurs frequently in the Bible.  Symbolizes completeness or fulness. (“There are six things which the Lord hates, yea seven are an abomination to Him.” Prov. 6:16; “Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn out her seven pillars.” Prov. 9:1)
10: Indicates completeness or fullness.  A “power number” as with “ten kings,” “ten horns,” ten crowns.” Multiples of ten (hundreds, thousands) symbolize fullness to exponential degrees.

12: The “religious” number in the Bible.  (12 sons of Jacob, 12 tribes, 12 apostles; 12 cakes of bread in the tabernacle, its utensils were in sets of 12 such as platters, bowls, spoons; Solomon’s bronze laver rested on the backs of 12 oxen - 1 Kings 7:25)
Large numbers are typically multiples of the lower numbers, indicating much greater degrees of their significance. (12,000 [103 x 12 = spiritual completeness]; 144,000 [103 x 122 = ultimate spiritual completeness])
