The Fall of Israel
2 Kings 15:8 – 31; 16:5 – 9; chapter 17
[image: image1.wmf]Israel has a string of rulers with few peaceful transitions.  For the following verses in 2 Kings 15, write the name of the king, length of his reign, and any highlights relating to him or his nation.

[image: image2.wmf]vs. 13 – 14




vs. 14 and 16 – 22
[image: image3.wmf]vs. 23 – 26




vs. 27 – 31
[image: image4.wmf]
Compare how Israel fared under the Jeroboam II (Jehu Dynasty) with Pekah.  Do the moral descriptions of these men differ?  How do you account for the difference in Israel’s fortunes under these two men?
2 Kings 16:5 – 9

· With whom did Pekah ally to wage war on Judah?
· [image: image5.wmf]Where did King Ahaz of Judah turn to for help? (We studied this in our last lesson!)
· The response to Ahaz’ plea for help:

· A city was taken and its population carried into captivity.  Which one is it? Why is this significant?
· An alliance made with a Syrian king to attack one’s Southern brethren... What effect did Pekah’s alliance have on the security and defense of his nation? (Hint: Reread 15:29ff to see what happened after this story.)
Lessons of The Fall
Read through chapter 17 and consider these questions.

The Last King of Israel:  Who was he, and how did he compare to previous ones?

· What difference did this make in Israel’s fortunes?
· Why?

What sins are charged against the Northern kingdom?

Read again in verses 19 – 23.  Of all the 21 kings Israel had, which one is specifically named as the root cause of the nation’s sins?

For thought... 
Notice where God places fault for Israel’s downfall in verses 7 – 23, and then read Proverbs 14:34.  What is  being taught about the moral responsibilities of leadership?
[image: image6.wmf]
What about the moral responsibilities of those being led?

As a Christian, what is your role in the society which God has placed you? 
Please comment on how Matthew 5:13 relates to these issues.
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Supplemental reading (Beneficial but not required):


2 Chronicles 28








[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf][image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]_1124114984

_1124115177

_1124401566

_1124115045

_1124114910

