A Culture of Corruption; The Last Gasp

2 Kings 21; 2 Chronicles 33 – 35:19; 2 Kings 23:15 – 28
God saved Judah from an overwhelming Assyrian invasion because of the righteous king Hezekiah.  But Hezekiah finally dies, and not without dark omens regarding the future.  Who succeeds Hezekiah on the throne?

2 Kings 21:1 – 18

· Name of this King and length of his reign:

· Of all his deeds mentioned in verses 1 – 9, 16 – 17, which words or phrases stand out the most?

· Read the similar account in 2 Chronicles 33:1 – 9, and note any other significant descriptions.

The effects of this man’s behavior…
· In the long term… (2 Kings 21:10 – 15)
· [image: image1.wmf]In his lifetime… (2 Chronicles 33:10 – 11)
The Aftermath (2 Chronicles 33:12 – 17)
Compare the promise God makes in 2 Kings 21:11 – 15 with earlier ones in 1 Kings 14:7 – 11 and 21:20 – 24, 27 – 29.  Based on our studies of these promises…
· Can anything be done to ‘change God’s mind’ about 2 Kings 21:11 – 15?

· Comparing the degree of Manasseh’s evil with his later years, what do you learn about God?  What do you learn about the relationship between His wrath and His mercy?
Slouching Towards Babylon
2 Chronicles 33:21 – 25

· Name of this King and length of his reign:

· His deeds:

· Your  reflections on this man:

2 Chronicles 34
· Name of this King and length of his reign:

· Highlight his more significant deeds from vs. 2 – 9 and 2 Kings 23:15 – 16, 19 – 20.

Bonus: Look back to our lesson on The Jeroboam Dynasty.  Do you find any connection there to Josiah’s time? (Hint: see 1 Kings 13)
Something is found during the restoration of the long-neglected Temple. Summarize the events surrounding this in 2 Chronicles 34:14 – 33.
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Is there any relationship between Huldah and Matthew 5:13?  Write a brief commentary on what Josiah teaches us about our impact and purpose.
