Babylon the Great
Revelation chapters 17 – 18
I believe the Great Harlot in chapter 17 represents _______________ …and this is why:
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“Babylon”: This name is written on the harlot’s forehead and is also given to the ‘Great’ city whose fall is celebrated in chapter 18.  Yet the actual city of Babylon was permanently destroyed in the 4th century B.C.  Why would ‘Babylon’ be chosen as to represent the enemy of Christians in the 1st Century A.D.?  (Suggestion: Consider ancient Babylon’s relationship to God’s people.)
Why a Harlot?  Why would the Lord represent the enemy of His people as a prostitute?  Can you connect this to previous visions of Revelation?  To any references in the Prophets?
7… 10… There are many numbers in chapter 17.  Could they be literal?  How consistent would it be to interpret them as literal numbers?  Could you offer any alternative interpretation for them?

[image: image3.wmf]Hmmmm… How would you characterize the attitude of chapter 18’s message?  As a Christian, are you comfortable with it?  How does one reconcile “Christian” attitudes with this chapter?

