Royce Chandler  -  Report on March – August, 2011
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I have written & emailed numerous reports & requests during the past several months but did not realize that I had failed to send one of my usual reports every 2-3 months.  Please forgive me that oversight.  It’s been a busy time, so I’ll give some of the highlights.
TO COLOMBIA IN MARCH:   I went not just to visit & preach but also to try to help with some pressing issues some of the brethren were trying to deal with. Brothers Mark Wallace and Josh Blount went with me, and we covered a lot of territory:
Manizales:  to be with Jaime Restrepo, Carlos Henao, Oscar Arias, and the churches in/near Manizales.
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


Ibagué:  with Carlos Mantilla and Rafael Amaya and the two churches there.
Pasto:  with Sandro Ortega & brethren in Pasto & Ipiales
Cali:  with Pablo Ramirez, Carlos Julio Ramirez & the two churches in Cali
Bogotá:  with Nestor Bermudez and the Jerez brothers
There now are about 60 congregations scattered throughout the country and only 13 men who receive some level of support.  Obviously, those 13 brothers cannot adequately cover the needs of all the churches.  Both they and the many other Christians need constant encouragement.  That’s why I try to go as often as I can.
NOW I NEED TO GO BACK.  Several churches are asking us to come preach & teach—more invitations than we can respond to on any given trip.  Lord willing, my son Luke, Wayne Galloway, and I plan to return to be with several churches Oct 25 – Nov. 8.  We plan to be with 5 congregations in Bogotá, several in/around Manizales, and the two in Ibagué which specifically asked Wayne to preach a series on marriage and me, a series on raising children to love the Lord.
This trip will cost about $2500, which includes all expenses.  I know things are tight in many places, but I am asking if you or the church where you worship might help me cover the costs of this trip. If you can help, I will greatly appreciate it.  You can call me at 813-784-8387 or email me at paqueof7@tampabay.rr.com  or at  royceandhope@gmail.com.   My home address:  6610 Peachtree Dr., Temple Terrace, FL 33617
HERE AT HOME.  The bilingual work at North Terrace continues to go well.  Since we are a small group, we count on everyone contributing to the work, and we are blessed with a united, working family.  We had about 20 college students working with us during the spring semester; when summer hit, their absence was strongly felt.  Now that school has begun again, we were blessed Wed. night with about 40 of those students!  Not all will stay with us, but we are praying for another good group of good workers.  It takes a special person to join us in our bilingual efforts.  But those who stay with us find it relatively easy to adapt to most everything being presented in both English and Spanish.
During the year I taught adult trimester-length classes on Who is God and Why are We Here?,  A Great Cloud of Witnesses, Let’s Meet the Prophets,  Key O.T. Texts which Illuminate the N.T., & Parables of Jesus.  Next Wed., I am to begin a class on Romans.  Some of those were in English, some in Spanish, and some in both.
In July, Hope and I accompanied Luke again to the archaeological excavation in the Valley of Elah, helping to unearth an ancient fortress at the very sight where David killed Goliath.  We spent a week visiting Biblical sites and two weeks at the excavation.  Words cannot adequately describe the spiritual edification & education that comes from such an experience.
New Members:  Nelson and Basilisa Velez, Chris Schmidt (recently baptized), the Arias family (Sofía, Claudia, LIa, and Arturo), and Celeste Bryant. The Arias family fled to Tampa from Mexico, just below the Arizona border, due to the extreme violence there.  Arturo originally is from Bogotá, Colombia.  I first met him there about 33 years ago.  We are happy to have all of these with us.  It helps, a little, to balance the loss of two families who moved away earlier this year.
Devotions for our young people  Each Sunday night, after services, a family hosts (in their home) a devotion either for our teenagers or for our college students.

Limitations of this Report  Many things with which I am involved in this work have little to do specifically with my work with the local North Terrace congregation.  My involvement is much broader, including:
*Much time spent communicating with Colombian brethren & helping with things which impact their work.
*Translating reports for several of them & sending those reports to various churches/brethren. Some translations
   require a lot of time due to the use of many idiomatic expressions and a major lack of punctuation in some of

   the Spanish versions which I receive.

*Looking after their personal accounts in a local bank here in Temple Terrace (my family jokes about my  

   almost having an office at the local Wells Fargo, where all the staff know me by my first name & often ask if
   I’m about to go to Colombia again).

*When there is a crisis, I am asked to try to help resolve it-especially if it involves losing support, a problem 
   with their account, a need for song books or chairs for the meeting place, losses from floods or robbery, 
   finding study helps for specific subjects & issues which arise, help with learning English, and help with many 
   personal needs of various kinds.

Lost personal support: In July I lost $300 per month from a church in Nashville which had supported me for many years.  They had to stop due to the bad economy, loss of members, shrinking contributions, etc.  I would appreciate your help in replacing that, if you can.

Visit our website:  northterracechurch.com  We have 769 sermons & Bible class lessons posted; some in English, some in Spanish, some bilingual.

Thank you: for your wonderful interest and support enabling Hope and me to continue to be part of the unique bilingual work here and of the broader work among Spanish-speaking brethren of the world.  Please visit us when you come to Tampa. It will give you a personal feel for the value of a bilingual work where the cultures of Colombia, Peru, Panama, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Mexico, & the U.S. unite as just one family, one local church, worshipping & working together instead of holding separate services in separate languages.
And thank you, again, for considering my request for help with the upcoming trip to Colombia.
In Christ – Royce Chandler







































